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Saturday is my day of action. I teach a

Tai Chi class in the early moming and

participate in a hula class right after that.

Although the two classes are very

different, I have noticed they share one thing
in common: that is. each of us sees the mote in

another's eye, but considers not the beam in
his or her own eye.

For example, in Tai Chi class one

moming, a student said to me, "Why is she

crossing her hands like that?" It was true that

the offender's form was not standard, but the

accuser also displayed lots of nonstandard

motlons.

The situation is worse in the hula class.

Most of us are "7-Up" seniors. We had never

before moved some of the body parts that we

are asked to move now! We laugh at each

other and all of us feel the urge to correct

others. What we really should do, however, is

watch only the teacher and let her correct us.

These examples, and many more,

reminded me that we often cant see ourselves.

but our fingers always point to others.

I have been a teacher all my life, and,

now, I am an editor. Making corrections is my
job. Sometimes I hate myself for noticing the

mistakes of others so fast, such as the time I

stayed in a friend's condo in Taiwan.

As soon as I approached the building, I
saw a misspelled word in the English name of
the building. Motivated by my years of
teaching experience, I pointed it out to my

friends.

Their reply was unexpected. They told
me that they had lived there for more than ten

years, and, from all the visitors they had

hosted, I was the first to tell them about the

misspelled word. At once, I saw my own beam;

that is, I talk too much.

It is more common, in our daily lives, to

find others' faults. We tend to exaggerate and

elaborate on our brother's mote and pass the

news around in no time. As for our own beams,

we try to make many excuses to cover them up.

The concepts of mote and beam differ
greatly in weight and size and it would seem

to be impossible to confuse them, but often

our egos dojust that.

Jesus said,"First cast out the beam of
thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly

to cast out the mote of thy brother's eye."

Simply put, this means that one must cleanse

his own behavior first before being qualified

to speak truth with love. A
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