
GREAT IS THE MYSTERY!

When Paul wrote a letter to
Timothy, he suddenly sang out:

"Great is the mystery of
godliness:God was manifest in the flesh

The flesh was created mysteriously,
as Adam and Eve became two perfect
human beings, it is a great mystery.
However, when God became flesh with
two sets of genes(?), it is a greater

mystery. How God did it, no scientists

can or will know, for it only happened

once and science is not able to reach

God's mystery in the first place. So we
can only believe the fact and sing as Paul:

Great is the mystery!
Years ago, I had thought that the

chief work of Jesus was His three and a
half years of preaching and His dying on
the cross to redeem us. Then why didn't
God just let Jesus appear as a thirty year

old adult and why did He waste the first
thirty silent years of Jesus?

Years later, I realized that those

thirty silent years were not wasted.
During that time, Jesus had to go through
all the temptations facing mankind, so

He could sympathize with our
weaknesses and. in turn. we could
approach His throne of grace with
confidence and find the grace to help us

in our time of need.

For those thirty years, Jesus

experienced a teenager and a youth's
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frustration and loniness. He grew up in a
poor family in which he had to work
hard for living. His daily life was dull
and boring without any entertainment.
His parents were uneducated. They didn'i
understand Him. If you too, had such

problems, Jesus would pat your shoulder
and say; "I understand, for I had them
too." What a comfort to us when we find
somebody who understands our
situations.

Now, I know more about this
mystery. When Jesus became a human,
He had to start from the very beginning
just like everybody else. He had to begin
with an embryo, then nursed by a mother
and protected by a father. Otherwise,
people would take Him as a human form
appearing temporarily as in the Old
Testament period. No, He was a

complete human and a complete God, so

He had to go through all these stages.

In this Christmas season, when you
admire the beautiful decorations and

music, will you please look upon God
and praise Him for the mystery He

designed in the first Christmas? That is,
how the Word became flesh, the angels
announcement and the star leading the

way to the manger. This mystery has

come all the way to us who are able to
become new creations through our faith
of accepting Jesus as our Savior. A
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