
REV.

More than 30 years ago, when I
first came to Philaclelphia I was only

a nominal Christian with no unclerstancl-

ing of salvation All I knew was that being

brought up in a traclitional Christian

family I must go to church every Sun-

day with my young chilrlren. God in his

mercy brought me to a Bible Study

through a colleague, Dr. James Chen. I
enjoyed the fellowship because I harl

very few friencls in Philatlelphia. When

Rev. Downs le,l the B;l,lc Study. I

could hardly unclerstand him because

his spoken worcls were the exacl words

of the Bible. As the years went by, I
learned more about the Bible. I began

to understand Rev. Downs' teaching.

Then I ivas savecl and baptizetl.

Over the next 30 to 40 vears Rev.

Downs was a living Bible.

Yes, Rer'. Downs knew the Bible.

Rev. Downs founcled a Chinese

American church or,er 40 years ago. In
the sixties I wolshiped in this church
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with less than 20 members. Rev. Downswat-

ched over the members like a father to the

children and a shepherd to the sheep. Ev-

ery Tuesclay evening he taught us the Bible

ancl prayed with us. Those were the years

that I learned to pray, to read the whole

Bible once in a year, and to serve the Lord.

Then, later, the congregation had more

Manclarin speaking people, Rev. Downs

turned the church into a Mandarin speaking

church with English translations.

Yes, Rev. Downs loved the Chinese

even though he had never been in China

Just as Jesus came to minister to the

sick, Rev. Downs took us to the Philadephia

Ceneral Hospital every Sunday aftemoon to

visit the neurology ward. Most of the pa-

tients were paralized for life and had stayed

in the hospital all their lives. Usually no

friends or relatives visited them. Every

Sunday Rev. Downs took us to visit them

and rve had a Sunday worship with them

in the dining room. Rev. Downs would

times rvheel two wheelchairs from somemthe
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ward to the elevator and then to the

dining room. He spoke gently to them

the gospel and comforted them with

the love of God.

Yeg Rev Downs loved and cared for the

lonely and sick people for whom no

one cared.

After he left Philadelphia he contin-

ued his ministry in the prisons. Many

were saved in the prison through his

ministry. He used to take the young

people of the Bible Study Fellowship to

visit the prisons.

Yes, Rev. Downs never stopped

searching for the lost just as Jesus did.

The last time I saw him in the hos-

pital, he was very thin. He was still

overflowing with the word of God and

the love of God. I asked him why he

did not write about his life because his

experiences could fili several or more

books. But he answered "I do not want

to rob Cod's glory. People would think

that Robert Downs did all these things. "
Rev. Downs loved the [,ord more than

himself.

Yes, Rev. Downs loved the Lord

with all his heart, soul and mind.

Prior to being an ordained minister

of the Fellowship Deaconry Rev. Downs

served as Vice President, Controller

and Assistant Treasurer of the Pitcairn
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Company for more than 30 years. He re-

tired at the age of 59.

Rev. Downs went home to be with his

beloved Lord on the 24th of April 1995 at

the age of 83.

At his funeral, the members of the

Boards of Directors of Pitcairn Company

and Pitcairn Trust Company remembered "
his matchless joy for living, his great gen-

erosity, his priceless sense of humor, his

untiring industry, his resolute faith and

his exquisite sensitivity towards the needs

of others.

Yes, Rev. Downs was honored and ap-

preciated by the secular world.

Indeed I am not able to express appro-

priately or sufficiently to honor such a

man of Cod. God has made me see that

reality of the word has become flesh in
Rev. Downs Whenever Rev. Downs preached

the word of God, his face shone with the

spirit and power of Cod. His life had

manisfested the fruit of the spirit, love,

joy, peace, patience, kindnesg goodnesg

faithfulnesggentleness, and self-controL

Yes, Rev. Downs was a man of Cod.

Those whom he had touched in life can

never forget him. He is remembered by

his beloved Lord in everything he did in
the Name of the l,ord. The lord is re-

warding him now in heaven. A


