
ili 0\iEp,P,lctiTi0ijs

In Ecclesiastes 7 '. 16, il reads, "Do

not be overrighteous." Can one be

overrighteous? I didn't understand this

verse when I was young, but now, I

want to use it as a resolution for this

New Year.

For example, a very 'spiritual' lady

sings spiritual songs early every morn-

ing, no matter who else is staying in

her home. When her roommate com-

plains, she will blame the roommate as

being too lazy. She ls overrighteous

because she doesn't consider others.

I was somewhat like her too. I went

to dinner appointments just like to a

church service in that I would arrive

fifteen minutes eariy. If dinner was

held in a restaurant, I would sit there

alone waiting for the host. That's not

too bad, however, sometimes, when

dinner was held in the host's house, the

hostess was making her last prepara-

tions and I arrived to increase her con-

fusion.

As I recall my children's growing-

up years, I was always overrighteous, I

was a severe teacher, never a loving
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mother. I set all the regulations and

forced them to obey them. It was a

good thing that my husband was a fre-

quent improvisor. He would break the

routine and cheer up everybody. Oth-

erwise, our family would be like an

army post without any 1eave. So boring!

So bland!

An overrighteous person is one who

thinks that he is the best. Nobody can

take his place and no olher opinion is

better than his. He is always right and

everybody else is wrong. He becomes

narrow-minded and he can't tolerate

others.

Wow! It sounds like those Pharisees

in Jesus' time. They were cursed by

Jesus to have all kinds of woes. How

can I not repent now? I want to be like

God who is absolutely righteous but

also has deep love to balance it , so he

will not be overrighteous.

Thus, this is my resolution for this

New Year. Do you want to have that

resolution too? Good! Let's encourage

each other with prayers! A
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