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My father was born on July 31,1g91
to a very poor family in a remote farm
of Zhejiang province along the east
coast of China. We came from genera-
tions of peasants, engaged in the cul-
tivation of land. However, my grandfa-
ther, the youngest of 4 sons, was the
only one to receive Confuscian educa-
tion. During 1840 the Church Mission-
ary society of l,ondon known as CMS
sent missionaries to our province. My
grandfather became one of the first
few Christians in our province. He
worked for CMS as one of its villase
schoolmasters over 30 years. At th-at
time he also functioned as a pastor.
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When he was 40, he married my
grandmother of 16 from another peas-
ant family. My father was the oldest of
6 brothers and one sister. Again the
family was poor and was able to edu-
cate only one son who was my father.
Even though the family lived in a hut
with straw-mud plastic walls with
barely means to live, there were
warmth, affections, and love in the
family. On my father's l0th birthday
my grandmother gave him a boiled egg
as a special treat. His second brother
was so jealous that he chased his
brother for the egg. My father gobbled
down the egg while running. This was
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the brother that my father sent to

school as soon as he made enough

money.
My great grandmother also became a

Christian at the age of 90. My father

remembered how she hugged him plac-

ing her loving and trembling hand on

his head, prayed for him and blessed

him when he was sent away for school

at the age of 5.

My father was educated in mission-

ary schools. His life started at 18. He

made his first 28 dollars by teaching

for one year. He felt that his family
should not stay in the poor village, but

should move to a town. Without consu-

lating his parents he rented a house in 
_

the small town for yearly rent of 16 sil-
ver dollars. With great pride and in joy

he went home triumphantly and told
the whole family about the good news.

At the same time he handed his whole

money bag to his father. The brothers

and sister were overjoyed but his

mother raised up objections. In the vil-
lage they lived in their own hut without
payment of rent. They could cultivate

rice in their rice fields and support

the family. They could save the money.

But my grandfather called to the atten-

tion to the fact that my father had al-

ready signed the lease. He had endrred

a hard life and was sixty seven an,l in
poor health. He felt grateful for u'hat

God had done for his eldest son. Finally
he led the family to pray, to thank Crod

for His grace and blessing, to express

his faith in Him and leave the future to

God.

Yes, God took care of my father's
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future. He was graduated from the Law

$hool of De Paul University, Chicago,

and obtained a degree of Doctor of Ju-

risprudence. He became on of the most

prominent lawyers of Metropolitan
Shanghai, China and lived in a manion.

He assumed the responsibilitY of
supporting the whole family when he

first got his job as a teacher, and later

sent 5 brothers to colleges. After he

had his own family he educated his

children in medicine, law, accounting,

chemistry and education. One of his

children was graduated from a semi-

nary. In the Chinese tradition he has

taken financial care of all his relatives
through the years.

Yes, my father lived through over a

hundred years of Chinese history from
the last part of Manchu Dlnasty to the

People's Republic of China. He re-

mained in China because of his love for
his homeland. Then during the Great

Proletarian Culture Revolution he went

through unbelievable persecution. It
was like being thrown into burning

furnace and the lion's den. God deliv-
ered him because of his faith, the faith
of his grandmother and his parents.

In 1979 he joined his family of 4

generations in United States. Here he

has spent the rest of years in peace and

tranquility in the mercy of god. God

took him home right after his 104

birthday on Oct.3, 1995. God keeps his

word.
"Honor your father and mother as

the lnrd has commanded you, so that
you may live long." A


