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A grandmother who recently came

from the Far East said to me , "I just

can't get used to parents saying 'thanks'

to their kids. "She continued,"The kids

are doing what they should be doing

but the parents say 'thanks' to them

anyway." According to traditional
Asian thinking, parents are prideful in

their seniority and would never say

'thanks' to the youngsters and cones-
quently the only attention that children

get is negative through punishment and

never positive through rewards.

Americans, however, thank every-

body on almost any occasion. The sale-

sperson, for example, thanks his or her

customers for shopping at the estab-

lishment and the customers, in turn,

thank the salesperson for his or her

service. The speaker thanks his audi-

ence for their time in listening to him

while the audience shows their thanks

by clapping their hands as loudly as

possible.

If you receive a birthday present, a

thank you card must be sent to the

giver. Then, the giver sends another

card to thank you for the thank you

card that you sent because that card

was so pretty and the words you wrote
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so touching. Then, you send your firend

a thank you card again to show your

appreciation. I am reminded of the

Japanese travelers at the airport who

bow to each other again and again, as

nobody wants to be the first to quit.

This practice strikes me as somewhat

unreasonable and funny. We all do it,
however, because it is positive, en-

couraging and comfortable. A person

who is willing to say 'thanks' is a hum-

ble one. He doesn't think he deserves

anything. On the other hand, a person

who does not say 'thank you' very of-
ten might be self-centered. He reasons

that he deserves this or that and

shouldn't have to say 'thanks' for any-

thing.

His reasoning is not necessarily the

Truth in the Bible. Jesus said, "Love

your enemy and bless those who perse-

cute you." That is not reasonable at all.

We praise the lnrd for He is such a

loving God. Since He loves us uncondi-

tionally, shouldn't we love each other?

One way to show our love is to say

'thanks'. Can you say to somebody, "I
thank God for putting you beside me

and I thank you for helping me grow
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spiritually"?


