
THE IMAGE OFA FATHER

In the Proverbs 31 chapter, a

model mother was described very
clearly. There is no chapter in Bible

describing a father though, because

the Heavenly Father Himself is a per-

fect image.

In the Old Testament, nobody

dared to call this living God their fa-
ther, although through prophets, God

revealed Himself as a father; for ex-

ample, in Psalm 103: "As a father has

compassion on his children, so the

Lord has compassion on those who

fear him."
It was when Jesus came that He

announced even at the age of 12,"
Didn't you know Ihad to be in my

Father's house?" When he taught the

disciples to pray, He started with '

Our Heavenly Father'. In numetous

times, He stated his relationship with
God as father and son. Ironically, one

of His crimes for which people testi-
fied was that He called Himself the

son of God.

Yes, Jesus was God's only be-

gotten son and we can't compare

ourselves with that, however, all of
us who believe in Jesus have the right
to be God's children too. That's why
Jesus came to the world. It is incredi-
ble yet it is a fact. We can call our
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Creator "Abba" father. What a privi-
lege!

From this we can see the image

of a father. Father is not a tlrant. He

has compassion. He always waits for
his prodigal son to come home.

Father is approachable. His chil-
dren can come to him for any re-
quests, no need to go around the

mother. He loves to listen to them

and help them.

Father teaches his children the

way of life. He teaches at home,

mostly through examples and imi-
taion, not like in the classroom by
reciting the rules. A father should

follow the example of the Heavenly

Father first*Be perfect, therefore, as

your heavenly Father is perfect.

Father is brave and responsible.

Anlthing that happens in the family,
the father is a rock and a shield. The

family can depend on him through
fire and water. He'l1 lead them to
safe ground eventually.

When a man becomes a father,

he will unconsciously follow his own
father's example in taking care of his

home. As we know, howevet, no

human is a perfect image, only our

HeavenlyFather. A
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