
REMEMBRANCE

Last year, I went to Kuchin, a
city in East Malaysia. As soon as I
had set down my luggage, the hostess,
Mrs. Huang, said to me apologeti-

cally; "One of our neighbors rears
fighting roosters, so you will be dis-
turbed early every morning by the
rooster crowing."

"Oh? I'11 like it, don't worry! " I
answered gladly.

The roosters' crowing brought
back memories of fifty years ago
when I stayed with my grandmother.
I loved her farm with all my cousins
and farmhands. When the rooster
crowed at the break of day, the men
would gather in the dark kitchen eat-
ing their simple breakfast and soon
after they would put their tools on
their shoulders and go to the field. I
wanled to return to those memories
of the rooster crowing. Sure enough,
the next morning I was awakened by
a group of roosters. I didn't want to
get up so I just lay on my bed enjoy-
ino the memnrieq

As we grow older, we love to
remember more because we have
more things to remember. There's
nothing wrong wiht that. Especially
during this New Year season, we tend
to look back and allow ourselves the
pleasure of recalling the past; how-
ever, we should be careful not to
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brag about our achievements nor to
complain about our poor back-
grounds. We can learn fron the poet
David who opened his nenory with '

Praise the Lord, O mu soul!' (Ps 103)

Fron that thanksgiving basis, we can
look back freely. What David re-
membered was all the benefits God
had given him; the sins God had for-
given, the diseases God had healed
and his life which God had redeemed.
In other words, David concentrated
on God instead ol hinself while ex-
periencing his memories, so David
could be joyful and praise the Lord.

We can also learn from David's
experience is that he used it lo en-

courage himself for the future. As
Moses had learned of God's compas-
sion and justice by leading the Is-
raelites out from Egypt, so was David
trusting in God's abundand love by
his own ruling of his nation. We can

also rest assured that our children's
children will receive God's everlast-
ing omercy according to what we h4v

experienced.
Come back to the roosters, I

hope we will sing like them every
morning, praising the lnrd as well as

waking people for remembering what
God has done for us. "Praise the Lord,
O mu soull All m1 imnrost being.

praise His holy nane ! " A
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