
A PRACTICE

Another lunch date with a lady in
the church. I knew those who wanted to

be with me alone must have had some

personal affairs to share. While I drove

to the appointed restaurant, I thought

that the best advice to anyone who had

problems would be: Be joyful always;

pray continualiy; give thanks in all cir-
cumstances, for this is God's will for
you in Christ Jesus. (I Th 5:16-18).

I arrived at the basement of the

parking garage and I bumped to a pil-
lar when Tiried to park between the

pillars . I backed up right away and

smashed my car into the pillar once

more, even breaking my righrside mir-
ror this time. I was so mad at myself (

You can't blame others in this case)

and tried to figure out how much I had

to pay for the repairs and whether I
should make a ciaim with the insurance
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A small voice arose from my heart;

"Give thanks in all circumstances." I
also seemed to hear sneers from the

Devil; "Haven't you used this verse to

advise others? Even preached on the

pulpit? Now let's see how you practice

ir?"

O.K. I told myself, I'11 give thanks!

First, I thank God that nobody got

hurt in this accident.
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Second, the damage was to my car,

not anothers, I don't have to get in-
volved with any possible legai proceed-

ings. Thank you , lnrd.
Third, nobody would scold me for

this. My husband had gone Home years

ago and my son would just shake his

head and sigh.
Fourth, .............

How come I felt good now and I
could smile to the lady who came to
look for me since I stayed so long in
the basement. Then, she heiped me

park the car in the right place between

the pillars.

I continued to count my blessings

in my heart: Fourth, thank God that she

now knew that I was not a perfect hero,

so we could look upon Jesus together

for her problems.

Fifth, thank the lord that befor I
helped her, she had helped me. Thus,

she would have confidence and

courage to confront her troubles.

Sixth, thank the lnrd for giving
me this experience to conquer the Devil
's accusation. Surely, if I could not
practice what I preached, what was the

use of preaching?

&venth, Mm! The food smelled

good! Oh! It was time to say grace now!
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