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I.THE USE OF MUSIC IN HEALING.

David in the Old Testament is the first to be

recorded as a music therapist knowing that

music can be used to heal spiritual and phys-

ical disease. It can bring about insights into

problems and mend relationships. There is

no limit to the power of music if we would

only use them directly in our prayer meet-

ings, or support group gatherings. Not just a

few introductory songs sung but directly let-

ting it be the means of achieving our goal

and not an end in itself. Could you imagine

what would happen ii a few of our singers

accompanied the Elders of the church as

they anointed oil to a ill individual at home?

Or a group of instrumentalists gathered dur-

ing a wake or funeral to minister to a griev-

ing family?

2.THE USE OF MUSIC IN MIMSTER-

ING THE WORD. You may say that rhis is

already being done when the choir or soloist

sings a song. Although this may be true

however, often the lyrics are difficult to un-

derstand, vague in language or the presen-

tation is cold and without genuine expres-

sion. Beyond the traditional method of

singing, we can minister the Word in other
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ways. Perhaps by allowing people to be di-

rectly involved in the reading of God's word.

We can assist them to create a rhythmic

chant from kripture for simpler memoriza-

tion, or use music and movement to nonver-

bally share the Gospel message.

3.THE USE OF MUSIC FOR EVAN-

GELISM. For churches who still have an

"Evangelistic Week", music is not specifi-

cally included as a partner in presenting the

plan of salvation. It is usually thought

upon as a traditional activity and side agent

to "Kill" some time or set the mood. Music

can be the vehicle. There is power in music

to convict people of their sin and prompt

them to repent. Music reaches the soul in

ways that speech acnnot, When it is used for

bringing about the salvation process, it

should not stay confined within to church

building. Instead, musicians can be leaders

in actively pursuing the possibilities of al
tracting people in the community to the sav-

ing knowledge of Jesus. The unsaved will

gather to listen to truths sung in a street

corner where in contrast they would proba-

b1y avoid a sermon.

4.TTIE USE OF MUSIC IN MISSIONS.



We must have a paradigm shift to focus on

music as a first language. Music is nonver-

bal and considered a universal language

because of its unlimited powers. What great

works we could do for Christ, if the church

could be leaders in equipping the missionar-

ies with this tool. Music contains the spirit

which can break down barriers. I could be in

a room of strangers, ages ranging from in-

fants to older adults, mixed gender, mixed

culture and language, and still communicate

with them through music alone. I could also

unite them as a group for a specific purpose.

We could have fun, and laugh or even share

tearful stories through sounds and move-

ment. There is no need for an organ, or vio-

lin. Sticks, stones and our vocal cords could

be the instruments. If we would teach ev-

eryone to be music missionaries they would

have greater access to communicating God's

love and be able to be a bridge to other

countries and peoples.

5.MUSIC IN CHRISTIAN EDU.

CATION. How did you learn the a1-

phabet as a child? You probably did so

through music. Music has been proven

to be a vital aid in learning. Research

tells us that information taught by music

is not only learned quicker, but retained

for longer periolds of time in compari-

son to a verbal counterpart.

So, I ask why we do not use music

in our Sunday school rooms, youth

group gatherings, or adult Bible study?

Again I do not mean singing a few cho-

ruses before the study, but actually us-

ing music to be a part of the learning

process,

6.MUSIC AND SPIRITUAL WAR-

FARE. Throughout the Old Testament,

music was used in various ways. It

wasn't restricted to worship and joful
expression, but actually used offensively

in battle. Remember the Fall of Jericho

( Joshua 6 ) ; Gideon's Victory (

Judges 7 ) ; and King Jehoshaphat? (II
Chronicles 20:22) People were com-

manded by God to encourage and

strengthen their faith as well as unifying

themselves for one cause through music.

In addition, God ordained music to be

used as a weapon. It was the sound re-

sulting from confidence in God's

promises that made the walls come

down, enemies flee for their lives and

evil doers smittened.

Wth the knowledge of this and

many other examples of the Power of

praise, why don'! we consider using

music more frequently to directly expel

Satan from our midst and overcome our

difficulties through songs? A
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