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My annual physical examination comes due again. When I thought about how I
would spend a whole day in the hospital, rushing through different departments and sit-

ting in waiting rooms, I felt tired already. My complaint rose up to prevent the flow of

my joy and in this time, God provided the story of Naaman to teach me a lesson.

Naaman was a man of faith, otherwise he would not go to a foreign country asking

the prophet Elisha to heal his leprosy. The abundant gifts Naaman brought along also

showed that he believed God would cure him through the prophet. His faith, however,

was limited by his own thoughts. Naaman thought 'that he would surely come out to me

and stand and call on the name of the lnrd his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure

me of my leprosy'. Surprisingly, Elisha didn't come out to see him at all. He only sent a

messenger to tell Naaman to go wash himself seven times in the river of Jordan. Naaman

was so mad because God would not heal him with a wave of the hand. Fortunately,

Naaman's servant persuaded him to do the simple thing which Elisha had asked for and

once Naaman submitted himself, a miracle happened.

James said, "If faith is not accompanied by action, it is dead." The action of faith is

submission. When we are sick, we act like Naaman. We want God to heal us at our ap-

pointed time and in our convenient way. We forget to submit ourselves to God's

sovereign power. He could choose to heal or not heal you. He also could choose to heal

you directly or through normal medical procedures. When we are willing to submit to

God's sovereignty, our faith will then be set on God Himself, not by what He has done or

He hasn't.

If you ask me to choose between submission and faith, I'11 choose the former.Re-

member when Peter was asked by Jesus to 'put out into deep water for a catch'?Peter had

no faith in this amateurish suggestion, 'but', he said, 'because you say so, I will let down

the nets.'The miracle which came from his submission in turn produced his faith. He

changed his address to Jesus from'master'to 'Lord'.

Praise the Lord! When I submit myself to the routine duties, I look forward to giv-

ing myself a rest day in the hospital. My joy has come back and my complaint has been
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chased out by faith.


