
HEBRE\lr

Never in my life had I ever thought
I would enter seminary to study, even
after my retirement. I have always
loved studying the bible and in 1989 I
suddenly had an urge to find a place to
study the Bible. God in His providence,
guided me to the Philadelphia Theolog-
ical Seminary. At the age of 73 I cannot
believe that I have successfully com-
pleted 2 years with unbelievable grades.
Reflecting back on the last two years, I
think they have been my most enjoyable
and happiest. God has been so good to
me.

Even though the seminary let me
graduate with a certificate, my profes-
sors encouraged me to complete the
Master of Divinity program. To do so, I
would have to study Hebrew and Greek.
HEBREW? NO, I CANNOT DO IT, IN

the past my daughter used to say to me,
"Ma, you put so much prgssure on
yourself." I would usuully reply to her, '

I like the pressure. It brings me the
pleasure of accomplishment. God re-
wards me such joy and peace." Some
people would misinterpret my accom-
plishment as pride but God knows that
without Him I can do nothing.

My professor encouraged me to
study Hebrew and said, "How do you
know that you cannot learn Hebrew if
you have not tried. If God wants you to
study, you should give God a chance to
assure you. If you cannot learn, you
have tried at least. But you must prepare
to get only passing grades." That made

sgnse to me.
Deep in my heart I had the desire

to learn the language which God orig-
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inally communicated to His people.
What was it like? Actually, years ago I
tried German and it was a great failure.
Everyone knows that it is hard for old
people to learn a new language. I had

absolutely no idea of what Hebrew was
like. God in His grace gave me the
courage to enroll in the summer pro-
gram of intensive Hebrew study.

My Hebrew professor is indecd
one of the best. He really understod our
fears. Right from the very beginning he

put us at ease and made us comfortablc
with the language and created in us a
desire to learn. Hebrew gradually be-
came to us so colorful, lively and de-
scriptive. It is a narrative language. He
did not torture us with only memorizing
vocabulary, but instead taught us the
principle of every word. Because of our
interest and the desire he created in us,

we were all able to learn even the vo-
cabulary and he was always there to
help.

Just before the final examination
he said to us, "I am not here to find out
what you do not know. I only want you
to let me know what you have learned.
This is only the beginning. I hope that
you continue to learn and love this lan-
guage."

We all finished the lest. I was able
to translate a portion of the scripture
and found all the words which complied
to the principles. I felt the peace and
presence of the l-ord druing the exam-
ination. He granted me peace which
passed all understanding. God rewarded
me with an A. with Him is there any-

thing impossible? A


