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A I,.EATH
IN THE EAMILY

Recently I read an article, .A Death in the
Family," by Frances Davis Lowe, published in
the "Episcopalian." I was deeply moved and
painfully touched by the anicle. Somehow I

felr rhat I should share this with my church
family. It was about the death of a member of
a parish:

"At the funeral only a dozen or so were
present the family; the pall bearers, a few
businessmen, and three from the parish. The
pnests voices were grave and formal as they
read the service. The rector spoke impersonal_
ly of the Christian view of death and offered a
few words of comfort to the family. It could
have been anyone."

"He was a long-time member of the par
ish. He was never prominent but lust faithful.
Dudng the last few years, he was over_
whelmed by problems with the children, sick-
ness and sorrow. He stopped comine ro
church. A few attempts were made by the rec
tor t0 re engage him. He was always very po
lite and never revealed the reason for his dis-
enchantment. In the end he was comatose and
died alone in IcU."

After reading the article, guilt and remorse
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swelled in my hean. I wish that I could have
known many old friends more before they
went to be with the Lord. I am sorry that we
did not pray and share with each other more.
We say we are a family. lf I look around me, I

can ask myself how many have I or do I have
a chance to pray and share with in the Lord.
Do we have someone to cry with and some
one to laugh with? Do we have someone
whom we can feel comfortable with just as we
are, with no mask. Can we just hug each other
after a major disagreement with peace. After
all, we are all brothers and sisters. lf we are
hurt or being misunderstood, can we forget
and forgive easily, like real brothers and sis-
[ers. Can the family of God be a reality?

Is it too idealistic to hope for such a fami
ly? There are so many people in the church. I

cannot even know everyone. I ask my Lord to
help me. I pray to Him to let me take care of
the ones whom He desires me to rake care of
as a real sister and brother. I can only do nty
part. If we can truly have a family of cod in
reality, we can glorify Him together, evangel-
ize for Him together, and witness for Him
together in this unbelieving world. 4J.
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