
MAJOR MOVE

Four years ago, my family went to Taiwan,
my parents' home country to visit our
relatives. I had never been there before and I
didn't really like it. Besides being hot, smelly,
and over populated, the people weren't very
nice. Everywhere you looked, you saw brutal
fights, speeding tafs, and hundreds of "bafter
shops", in which men and women did every-
thing but cut bair.

During our three week stay in Taiwan, my
parents met the director of a prison
ministry. After chatting for awhile, he sur
prised my parents by saying, "As you know,
I'm getting old and will soon be retiring. I've
asked God to send someone who will take my
place. I believe God has chosen you!" My
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parents were literally speechless. Come to
Taiwan after 17 years of living in America?

In the past, my parents were active in the
church and had dedicated themselves to serve

the Lord. After the suryrising conversation
with the director, my parents prayed for an
answer from God. cradually, they became

assured that it really was God's will for them to
go to Taiwan as missionaries.

When they told me about our move to
Taiwan, I was practically hysterical. t could
not stand the thought of going back to that
horible place. I yelled, "God touched you, not
mel You go and I'll stayl" t even seriously

tried to convince them to send me to an
orphanage.
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I didn't know it then but many church

members were praying that t would be more

excited about the move. (l guess they could tell I

wasn't exactly thdlled.) Through thir prayers,

I became more and more excited about moving

to a foreign country. Questions ran through
my mind: What would the new school be

like? what would the students be like? whar
would our new home look like? Soon, I
couldn't wait to go!

After the 1o-hour flight, we arrived in

Taiwan. We found a small apanment with no

air conditioner, (remember, it was HOTI) few

windows, and no kitchen. It was way too

small for a family of 4. I was discouraged, to

say the least. The bigger room was the size of
our kitchen in California and the smaller room

was the size of our bathroom, (which was

already small in itselfl)

To make things worse, the first day we

aniied, there was a spider, the size of my dad's

hand, on the bedroom wall. we prayed that

God would provide us with a home to suit our

needs. I secretly begged cod for no more

spiders. By His grace and love, and through
many other miracles as well, we found an

apanment with an air conditioner, 3 rooms, and

no spiders, for exactly the same price as the first

apartmet. Although this apartment is about 4
times smaller than our spacious house in
California, we still thank God.

In many ways, moving to Taiwan was a

real bummer. Having 40 mosquito bites on

my legs was enough to send me packing! But

in Taiwan, God has shown His love in greater

ways.

In the school I attend now, so many of the

people smoke, but there is not a real drug

problem. Last summer, during my vacation in

california, I saw that lots of people I knew

before and become drug addicts, heavy drink-

ers, or heaq/ "pany animals". The influence

of drugs, premarital sex, and alcohol is many

times greater than that of Taiwan (in my
perspective.) I realize that God has protected me

from possible destruction by sending me to go

with my parents to Taiwan, and for giving me a

really great set of christian parents.

There are times that I scream in my mind,"

I hate this placel" but then I think of how Jesus

christ left Paradise and came to this wicked,

sinful world to save our, sins. Did He

complain? Nol He was not concerned about

Himself but about usl I realized that I needed

to stop complaining, and to think more of the

salvation of the unbelieving prisoners than

about myself. As Acts 20t24 says,"However,

I consider my life worth nothing to me if only I

may finish the race and complete the task that

the Lord has givenme-- the task of testi$'ing to

the cospel of cod's grace." (NIV) A
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