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on July 1 1, 1991, we viewed the solar

eclipse fiom our lanai (balcony) with a group

of friends. Although it was cloudy and we

could only see 960/0 of totality from this

island, u'e still ielt the excitement and a sense

of awe on the day that dawned rwice.

From the viewpoint of scientists, it was

simply the moon blocking the sun from us,

yet it seemed that I was drawn closer to those

rwo lights of the earth. I praised the creator
who had planned this wonder[ul phe

nomenon and I thanked Him for giving me

this chance to observe it.

I suddenly understood more about those

ancient civilizations, who worshiped the sun,

moon and other spectacular things in
narure. Wirhoul proper kncwledge, lhey
worshiped the created objects instead of the

creator. They only used their eyes and not

their souls to search for the real God.

Even though God has revealed Himself to

us, we are still enchanted by beautiful things

around us. We are like the lsraelites, wliom
the prophet Hosea described, 'they sacrifice

on the mountaintops and burn offerings on

the hills, under oak, poplar and terebinth,

where the shade is pleasant.' ln other

words, although they knew God, they neither

glorified Him as cod not gave thanks to
Him. lnstead, they worshiped lofty hills and

magnificent trees.

Maybe you think we are not so stupid,

yet we worship science just because the

high-tech is marvelous; we adore some hero

and take his words as universal truth; we

even idolize ourselves, thinking the merits we

earn are all from our own talents. Like King

Nebuchadnezzar, we love to announce to the

world, 'ls not this the great Babylon I have

built as the royal residence, by my mighty
pouer and for the glory of my maiesD?

In this Thankgiving season, let's be

watchful in thankgiving. we should re-

member, that 'every good and perfect gift is

from above, comlng down from the Father of
the heavenly lights', so that all our thank
sgiving must be attdbuted to the Source. Let

our eyesighl, penetrating, through the
pleasant shade, reach to the heavenly throne

and give glory to Him only. A
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